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SOUTH  K3STEVSN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

— »» '■  M«nu»  i»i  m  m>  mnm  >i  ■»  #■»  rtM»r  im*m  im  


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

4lt  North  Street, 
BOURNE,  Lines. 

March,  1965^ 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

South  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  26th  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
carried  out  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the  year  1964* 

1 ,  STATISTICS 


Total  number  of  inspections  carried  out  *♦  . .  ..  56l4 
Number  of  sanitary  works  completed  ,«  . .  . .  ..  146 
Number  of  letters  and  notices  despatched*.  *.  . .  3639 

2.  DETAILS  OF  VISITS 


Water  Supplies  28 
Water  Samples  15 
Drainage  9^3 
Drain  Tests  359 
Watercourses  2 
Public  Conveniences  18 
Farm  Effluents  75 
Rats  and  Mice  6 
Piggeries  7 
P.H.A.  Nuisances  165 
Refuse  Collection  1 
Refuse  Disposal  2 
Moveable  Dwellings  78 
Factories  &  Workshops  3 
Licensed  Premises  15 
Petroleum  Acts  155 


Building  Inspections  1550 
Planning  30 
Tenancy  Applications  4 
Housing  Visits  309 
Improvement  Grants  762 
Rent  Act  1 
Food  Hygiene  7 
Food  Preparing  Premises  1 
Restaurants  &  Caf&s  2 
Grocers  5 
Grocer1 s  Van  1 
Butcher *s  Van  1 
Butchers*  Shops  4 
Slaughterhouses  366 
Ice  Cream  Premises  30 
Ice  Cream  Samples  20 
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Dairies  &  Milk  Distributors 
Milk  Samples 
Animal  Boarding 
Establishment  Act,  1963 

Miscellaneou 


2  Infectious  Diseases  53 

8  Disinfestations  2 

Offices,  Shops  8c  Railway 
1  Premises  Act,  1963  5 

Sanitary  Visits  589 


3.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 
(a)  Ice  Cream 

Thirty  visits  were  made  to  the  two  premises  in  the  District 
where  ice  cream  is  manufactured,  and  to  the  several-  shops  v/here 
ice  cream  is  sold  by  retail* 


Twenty  samples  of  ice  cream  and  eighteen  samples  of  iced 
lollipops  were  taken  during  the  year*  Sixteen  of  the  twenty 
ice  cream  samples  taken  were  reported,  upon  analysis,  to  be  in 
Provisional  Grades  1  and  2,  which  are  satisfactory,  and  the 
remaining  four  samples  were  reported  to  be  in  Provisional  Grades 
3  and  4,  which  are  unsatisfactory.  The  one  manufacturer  in  the 
Rural  District  who  produced  an  unsatisfactory  sample  was  visited 
and  advice  was  given  with  a  view  to  an  improvement  in  his  product 
in  the  future.  The  three  other  unsatisfactory  samples  were 
produced  by  manufacturers  outside  the  Rural  District,  and  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  the  areas  concerned  were 
advised  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  with  a  view  to  similes? 
checks  being  made  at  the  ice  cream  factories  concerned. 

Sixteen  of  the  eighteen  iced  lollipop  samples  taken  v/ere 
reported  to  be  satisfactory,  and  the  manufacturers  of  the  two 
unsatisfactory  samples  were  contacted  and  advice  given  with  a 
view  to  improvements  being  effected* 
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Details  of  the  samples  of  ice  cream  and  iced  lollipops  taken 
during  the  year  are  as  follows:-* 


Ice  Cream  Samples 

. 

Date 

Sample 

Number 

. . 

I denti f i cati on 
Reference  of 
Manufac tur e r 

Type  of 

Sample 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 
Provisional 
Grade 

27-5.64 

■ 

i 

M/21  S.K.R.D. C, 

Loose  Ice  Cream 

1 

27.5.64 

2 

M/2  Ou t si  de  Ar e  a. 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

27.5.64 

3 

M/6  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

27.5.64 

4 

M/S  Outside  Area. 

Wrapped  Block 

3 

27.5.64 

5 

M/23  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

2 

22.7.64 

6 

M/23  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

22.7.64 

7 

M/10  S.K.B.D.C, 

Loose  Ice  Cream 

3 

22.7.64 

8 

M/6  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

22.7.64 

9 

M/2  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

22.7.64 

10 

N/ 21  S.K.R.D.C. 

Loose  Ice  Cream 

1 

13.8.64 

11 

M/21  S.K.B.D.C. 

Loose  Ice  Cream 

1 

13.8.64 

12 

M/ 2  Outside  Are  a 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

13.8.64 

13 

M/6  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

13.8.64 

14 

M/S  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

4 

13.8.64 

15 

M/23  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

23.9.64 

16 

M/23  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

3 

23.9.64 

17 

M/8  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

23.9.64 

18 

M/6  Outside  Area. 

Wrapped  Block 

2 

23.9.64 

19 

M/2  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

2 

23.9.64 

20 

M/21  S.K.R.D.C. 

Loose  Ice  Cream 

1 

- 

5 
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(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods 


Despite  the  many  calls  on  the  time  of  your  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  I  am  pleased,  once  again,  to  report  that  100% 
inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  in  the  Rural  District  has 
been  carried  out  during  the  year  under  review.  The  butchers  at 
the  three  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Dural  District  have 
continued  to  co-operate  in  achieving  this  happy  state  of  affairs, 
and  I  would  acknowledge  their  help  with  many  thanks  in  ensuring 
that  our  residents  receive  high  quality  meat  which  is  pure  and 
wholesome,  and  free  from  disea.se.  The  statistics  detailed  later 
in  this  section  of  the  Report  reflect  the  good  quality  meat 
produced  from  our  three  private  slaughterhouses  in  that,  of  the 
377  adult  cattle  slaughtered,  only  five  were  cows,  the  remainder 
being  either  young  bullocks  or  heifers. 

The  three  slaughterhouses  are  licensed  by  the  Council 
annually,  and  a  Ministry  of  Food  Veterinary  Officer  visits  them 
once  annually  in  company  with  your  Officers.  No  serious  criticism 
either  of  the  premises  themselves  nor  of  the  way  in  which  they 
are  conducted  arises  when  such  inspections  are  carried  out. 

The  following  animals,  a  total  of  1913*  were  inspected  at 
the  three  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Rural  District  during 
the  year  1964:— 

Bulls  Bullocks  Cows  Heifers  Calves  Sheep  and  Lambs  Pigs 

274  5  98  -  1185  331 


As  a  result  of  such  inspections,  the  following  unsound 
meat  was  voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed:- 


2 

Pigs*  heads  and  tongues 

14 

lb. 

Tuberculosis 

1 

Pig's  head,  tongue  8c  mesentery 

10 

lb. 

Tuberculosis 

11 

Pigs'  mesenteries 

18 

lb. 

Tuberculosis 

20 

Bullocks'  livers 

244 

lb. 

Fascioliasis 

11 

Portions  of  Bullocks*  livers 

44 

lb. 

Fascioliasis 

Portion  of  Bullock* s  thick  skirt 

3 

lb. 

Cysticercus 

Bovis  (Calcified, 

2 

Sheep's  livers 

4 

lb. 

Cysticercus 

Tenuicollis 

7 


1 

Bullock1 s  head,  tongue,  lungs 

8c  thick  skirt 

40 

lb* 

Cysticercus 

Bovis 

1 

Bullock’s  head,  tongue,  liver, 
lungs  and  heart 

35 

lb* 

Cysticercus 

Bovis 

1 

Bullock1 s  head  and  tongue 

35 

lb. 

Cysticercus 

Bovis 

1 

Heifer’s  head  8c  tongue 

42 

lb. 

Cysticercus 

Bovis 

1 

Heifer’s  lungs 

8 

lb. 

Pleurisy 

1 

Bullock1  s  lungs  8c  spleen 

10 

lb. 

Pleurisy 

1 

Pig’s  lungs 

2 

lb. 

Pleurisy 

3 

Pigs1  plucks 

8* 

lb. 

Pleurisy  and 
Pneumonia 

2 

Pigs’  hearts  end  lungs 

lb. 

Pneumonia 

1 

Pig*  s  lungs 

2 

lb. 

Pneumonia 

1 

Pig’s  lungs  and  liver 

7 

lb. 

Pneumonia  end 
Cirrhosis 

1 

Bullock’ s  liver 

8 

lb. 

Cirrhosis 

3 

Pigs*  livers 

9 

lb. 

Cirrhosis 

1 

Pig’s  liver 

3 

lb. 

Necrosis 

6 

Bullocks’  livers 

78 

lb* 

Abscesses 

1 

Pig’s  liver 

4 

lb. 

Abscesses 

2 

Sheep’s  livers 

6 

lb. 

Abscesses 

2 

Heifers’  livers 

26 

lb. 

Abscesses 

1 

Bullock’s  liver 

15 

lb. 

Multiple  Abscesse 

1 

Sheep’s  liver 

2 

lb. 

Parasites 

1 

Sheep’s  lungs 

9 

lb* 

Parasites 

2 

Pigs’  livers 

6 

lb* 

Parasites 

2 

Pigs’  kidneys 

1 

lb. 

Retention  Cyst 

1 

Sheep’s  liver 

I-1 

1  2 

lb. 

Hydatid  Cysts 

1 

Bullock’s  lungs 

14 

lb. 

Hydatid  Cysts 

1 

Heifer’s  mesentery 

6 

lb. 

Pentastomes 

Fie 

sh  of  Heifer’s  foreleg 

10 

lb. 

Broken  Leg 

Bullock1 s  flesh 

42 

lb. 

Injury 

1 

Lamb  *  s  shoulder 

7 

lb. 

Broken  Shoulder 

2 

Pigs’  kidneys 

1 

lb* 

Petechial 
Haemorrhage  s 

1 

Sheep’s  liver 

2 

lb. 

Tumour 

1 

Sheep's  liver 

2 

lb. 

Echinococcus 

Cysts 

1 

Sheep’s  carcase  8c  offal 

56 

lb. 

Fever  8c 

Dropsical 

8 


1 

Sheep’s  carcase  &  offal 

70 

lb. 

Acute 

Peritonitis 

1 

Bullock1 s  liver 

14 

lb. 

Fatty 

Degeneration 

1 

Pig1 s  liver 

6 

lb* 

Milk  Spot 

1 

Pig’s  lungs 

2 

lb. 

Congested 

Total  weight  of  unsound  meat  voluntarily  surrendered  and 
destroyed  during  the  year  19 64:- 


8  cwts*  1  qr. 
6  cwts.  0  qr. 


o  st,  5  if>* 
0  st*  2  lb* 


6  ozs. 
14  ozs* 


as  compared  with 
for  the  previous 

year* 
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I - - - - - — — - - - 

Carcases 

Inspected  and  Condemned 

j 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 

Pigs  s 

(excluding) 

Cows 

Lambs 

i 

Number  Killed 

372 

5 

mm 

1183 

351 

Number  Inspected 

i  372 

3 

mm 

1185 

351  j 

j 

All  Diseases  except 

1 

Tuberculosis: 

j 

(a)  Whole  carcases 
condemned 

«*« 

mm 

mm 

(b)  Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

53 

mm 

** 

12 

1 

* 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

14.2^ 

mm 

1.01& 

5.98% 

Tuberculosis  only: 

(a)  Whole  carcases 
condemned 

- 

mm 

rnmrn 

- 

mm 

(b)  Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

mm 

mm 

mm 

14 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

_  -----  -  ...  .  ...  _  i 

— 

mm 

- 

1 

3.99$ 
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The  success  of  the  campaign  carried  out  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  end  Food  to  eradicate  Tuberculosis  from 
cattle  is  again  reflected  by  the  fact  that  no  trace  of  this 
disease  was  found  in  any  of  the  377  cattle  slaughtered  in  the 
district#  The  percentage  of  the  number  of  pigs  inspected  after 
slaughter  which  were  affected  with  Tuberculosis  continues  to  be 
low,  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  condemn  any  pigs*  carcases 
because  of  this  disease  during  the  past  year#  Localised 
tuberculous  lesions  necessitating  the  condemnation  of  offals  or 
pigs1  heads  were  found  in  only  14  out  of  351  pigs  slaughtered 
during  the  year*  No  case  of  Generalised  Cysticercus  Bovis  was 
found  but  localised  infestations  necessitated  the  removal  to 
cold  store,  and  keeping  there  for  2  to  3  weeks  in  order  to  kill 
the  parasite,  of  four  beasts1  carcases# 


4*  HOUSING 

Number  of  houses  built  by  the  Council  during  1964 

Number  of  private  houses  erected  during  1964 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  under  Improvement  Grants 

during  1964 

Number  of  families  re— housed  by  the  Council  during 

1964 

1  *  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during}  the  year  1964# 

1(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Inspections  made  for  that  purpose 

2(  a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 
Sub-head  1  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957 
(b)  Inspections  made  for  that  purpose 

3#  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 
a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
heaJLth  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  - 


35 

115 

76 

59 


89 

196 


24 

4l 
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4*  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
Sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
fit  for  human  habitation  —  7 

2*  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  yenr  without  service 

of  Formal  Notices# 

1*  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  -  23 

3#  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year, 

A*  Proceedings  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Ac  t,  1957. 

1*  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  -  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  -  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  owners  —  Nil 

Bo  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts# 

1*  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  -  1 

2*  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal 
Notices : - 

(a)  By  owners  -  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  owners  —  Nil 
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Proceedings  under  Section  1 6  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 


C# 


1#  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  24 

2#  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  -  17 

3*  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  -  17 

4#  Number  of  undertakings  accepted  -  3 


The  Council* s  Slum  Clearance  Programme  continued  to  make 
steady  progress  during  the  year,  an d  24  Demolition  Orders  and  17 
Closing  Orders  were  made*  Undertakings  from  owners  to  repair 
properties  were  accepted  in  respect  of  3  houses#  The  end  of  the 
year  found  the  Council  at  the  nhalf-wayu  stage  in  our  Slum 
Clearance  Programme ,  for  it  was  in  1955  that  the  Council  undertook 
to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  to  deal  with  over 
600  sub-standard  houses  in  the  district  within  a  period  of  18 
years#  In  actual  fact,  although  we  had  reached  the  half-way  stage 
in  time,  we  had  taken  action  in  respect  of  3§9  unfit  houses,  and 
thus  we re  well  in  front  of  schedule# 

Details  of  the  position  as  at  the  3^st  December,  1964,  are 
as  follows 

(a)  Total  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  action 
was  taken  up  to  the  31st  December,  1964,  under  the 

Slum  Clearance  Programme  -  3&9 

(b)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which:- 

(1)  Demolition  Orders  were  ma.de  —  206 

(2)  Closing  Orders  were  ma.de  -  63 

(3)  Undertakings  were  accepted  to  repair  -  36 

(4)  Undertakings  were  accepted  not  to  relet  -  13 

(5)  Undertakings  were  accepted  to  use  as 

agricultural  or  other  stores  -  23 

(6)  Action  not  yet  determined  —  48 
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(c)  Number  of  houses  demolished 


183 


(d)  Total  number  of  houses  to  be  dealt  with  in  Slum 

Clearance  Programme,  up  to  the  10th  September, 

1973?  as  per  proposals  sent  to  and  agreed  with 

the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  -  657 

A  further  17  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year, 
making  a  to  tail  of  1 83  houses  demolished  during  the  nine  years  of 
the  Slum  Clearance  Programme#  During  that  time,  the  Council 
have  made  206  Demolition  Orders  and  63  Closing  Orders,  but  there 
are  still  quite  a  number  of  houses  in  the  district  subject  to 
operative  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  which  are  still  occupied 
and  upon  which  demolition  action  cannot  be  enforced  until  the 
tenants  arc  re-housed#  Action  under  Section  l6  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1937?  is  now  being  taken  in  those  villages  in  which  new 
Council  houses  or  bungalows  one  in  course  of  erection,  so  that, 
as  the  latter  become  ready  for  occupation,  the  tenants  of  houses 
condemned  a  few  months  earlier  may  be  given  high  priority  for 
re-housing#  I  am  grateful  to  the  Tenants  Committee,  under  the 
Chairmanship  of  Councillor  Mrs#  E#M#  Percival,  for  the 
sympathetic  consideration  given  to  the  claims  of  f aim. lies  living 
in  condemned  houses,  bearing  in  mind  the  many  other  applications 
which  this  Committee  has  to  consider  for  priority  re-housing  on 
the  grounds  of  health,  overcrowding,  old  age,  eviction,  etc# 

Probably  no  Committee  of  the  Council  .deals  so  directly  and 
almost  entirely  with  matters  affecting  the  happiness,  well-being 
and  comfort  of  many  of  its  residents,  as  does  the  Housing  Standards 
Committee,  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Councillor  H#W*  Bailey,  and 
this  Committee  also  has  the  unenviable  ta.sk  of  endeavouring  to 
temper  justice  with  mercy  in  dealing  with  the  many  cases  of 
hardship  which  occur  when  owners  of  properties  appear  before  the 
Committee  to  discuss  the  future  use  of  sub-standard  houses 
following  the  services  of  Notices  of  Time  and  Pla.ce  Linder  Section 
16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957*  Patience,  sympathy  and  understanding 
must  be  combined  with  the  duties  laid  down  by  Statute  for  the 
Committee  to  work  efficiently,  and,  although  these  assets  can 
be  time-consuming,  nevertheless  owners  of  properties  who  appease 
before  the  Committee  are  always  given  a  fair  hearing*  During  the 
past  year,  the  Council  made  Demolition  Orders  in  respect  of  24 
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houses,  Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  17  houses,  and  undertakings 
to  repair  were  accepted  in  respect  of  3  houses* 

Whilst  the  Council  continues  to  fulfil  its  obligations  in 
the  two  spheres  of  Housing  embracing  the  building  of  new  Council 
houses  and  bungalows,  and  the  clearance  of  sub-standard  houses, 
it  also  maintains  its  very  progressive  policy  of  giving  maximum 
encouragement  to  owners  who  wish  to  recondition  and  improve 
their  properties,  either  with  a.  Discretionary  Improvement  Grant 
or  a  Standard  Grant,  details  of  which  are  contained  later  in 
Section  10  of  this  Report,  and  the  amount  of  housing  work 
carried  out  by  the  Council  in  all  three  spheres  since  the  end  of 
the  last  War  has,  without  a  doubt,  meant  a  considerable 
improvement  in  the  standards  of  living  conditions  in  the  Rural 
District. 

The  number  of  new  Council-owned  dwellings  erected  during 
the  year  was  35?  as  compared  with  l4  for  the  previous  year,  and 
59  families  wore  re-housed  either  in  new  abodes  or  in  existing 
dwellings,  as  compared  with  66  for  the  previous  year.  As  the 
span  of  life  has  increased  during  the  past  25  to  30  years,  it  has 
become  more  and  more  evident  that  there  is  an  increasing  demand 
for  old  people1 s  bungalows,  and,  during  recent  years,  the 
emphasis  with  regard  to  Council  development  in  housing  has  been 
towards  bungalows*  These  serve  a  useful  need,  not  only  for 
re-housing  elderly  persons  from  slum  clearance  houses,  but  also 
for  re-housing  such  people  from  three-bo dr oomed  Council  houses, 
thus  releasing  the  latter  for  family  occupation.  Under-occupation 
of  Council  houses  by  the  elderly  with  no  children  now  at  homo 
poses  a  problem  which  is  difficult  of  solution,  as  mother  and/or 
father  are  extremely  loathe  to  leave  what  has  been  their  home  for 
so  many  years,  but  I  am  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  time 
well  spent  in  discussing  this  problem  with  them,  with  sympathy 
and  understanding,  yet  at  the  same  time  endeavouring  to  persuade 
them  to  go  with  one  of  the  Council's  Officers  to  the  new 
bungalows  when  they  are  practically  completed,  and  pointing  out 
to  them  the  added  amenities  and  labour-saving  lay-out  of  the 
new  smaller  units  of  accommodation*  In  the  few  cases  where  this 
has  been  done,  it  has  invariably  been  found,  within  a  year  of 
moving  to  their  new  homes,  that  the  old  folk  have  been  delighted 
that  they  have  made  what  to  them  was  a  major  upheaval  in  their 
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lives,  and  severed,  have  said  to  me  personally  that  they  have  been 
pleased  that  they  made  the  move,  .although  perhaps,  at  the  time, 
they  viewed  it  with  some  misgivings#  Perhaps  some  day  we  may 
see  an  enlightened  Government  giving  bigger  subsidies  to  local 
authorities  to  build  old  people's  bungalows  so  that  smaller  rents 
for  these  units  will  encourage  more  older  people  to  move  from 
three-bedroomed  family  houses  at  the  time  v/hen  they  need  most  a 
reduction  in  their  cost  of  living,  and  thus  also  releasing  larger 
units  of  accommodation  for  occupation  by  the  younger  wage -earners 
and  their  families# 


During  the  year,  115  ne w  private  houses  and  bungalows  were 
completed  by  private  enterprise  as  compared  with  46  during  the 
previous  year,  .and  203  houses  and  bungalows  were  in  course  of 
erection  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  compared  with  71  in  course  of 
erection  at  the  end  of  1963*  The  impetus  of  estate  development, 
particularly  in  the  Dcepings  area.,  began  to  accelerate  later  in 
the  year,  and  it  was  apparent  that,  during  1964,  a  record  number 
of  new  houses  and  bungalows  would  be  built  in  the  Rural  District 
than  ever  before# 


DRAINAGE 


The  provision  of  new  Sewerage  Schemes  in  the  villages  in  the 
Rural  District  brings  increasing  work  for  your  Public  Health 
Officers,  as  many  more  people  wish  to  a, vail  themselves  of  the 
modern  amenities  of  new  be.throoms,  water  closets,  etc#  but  there 
is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  Council's  progressive  policy 
in  going  ahead  with  the  now  Schemes  for  Billingborough,  Horbling, 
Corby  Glen,  Baston,  Langtoft,  Market  Deeping  and  Deeping  St,  James, 
at  a  cost  of  nearly  £639? 000.  Os#  Od#  since  the  end  of  the  second 
World  War,  was  a  wise  decision,  in  view  of  the  continuing  increase 
in  tin.-  cost  of  engineering  works  a.s  each  year  goes  by#  These 
Schemes  continue  to  function  satisfactorily,  and  have  satisfied 
a  great  need  in  the  eight  villages  concerned,  in  addition  to 
alleviating  the  serious  nuisances  existing  in  the  many  sewer  dykes 
in  these  villa.ges#  The  improvement  in  the  condition  of  these 
dykes  has  been  most  marked,  a,s  more  and  more  drainage  systems  are 
connected  to  the  new  sewers,  .and  the  dangers  to  public  health  from 
these  dykes  are  fa.st  receding# 
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The  Council  continued  to  exercise  its  powers  under  Section 
42  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1956*  try  arranging  Contracts  with 
local  builders  for  house  drainage  systems  in  these  villages  to 
be  disconnected  from  old  sewers  and  sewer  dykes,  and  connected 
to  the  new  Sewerage  Systems,  and  a  further  21  properties  in 
Billingborough,  and  15  properties  in  Corby  Glen  were  so  dealt 
with  during  the  past  yean*  At  the  end  of  1963,  326  houses  had 
been  dealt  with,  and  it  is  hoped  to  arrange  further  similar 
Contracts  in  Billingborough  during  1965*  Work  in  connection  with 
drainage  continues  to  take  up  a  considerable  amount  of  the  time  of 
your  Public  Health  Officers,  and,  during  1964,  923  visits  were 
made  in  connection  with  drad.na.ge  matters  as  compared  with  771  for 
the  previous  year,  and  359  drain  tests  were  carried  out  as 
compared  with  232  during  the  previous  year*  Much  time  has  to  be 
spent  in  surveying  properties,  preparing  plans  and  specifications, 
obtaining  tenders  from  builders,  supervising  works  in  progress, 
testing  new  drainage,  and  finally  checking  Builders’  accounts,  but 
the  work  is  rewarding  in  the  satisfaction  of  achieving  improved 
living  standards  in  the  district* 

During  the  past  year,  Pha.se  1  of  the  Council’s  Post-War 
Sewerage  Scheme  programme  was  nearly  completed,  by  the  re-sewering 
of  the  villages  of  Morton  and  Hanthorpe,  Hacconby,  Thurlby  and 
Northorpe,  and  Godsev  Lane,  Market  Deeping*  By  the  end  of  the 
year,  the  new  sewers  in  Thurlby  and  Northorpe,  and  in  Godsey  Lane, 
Market  Deeping,  had  in  fact  been  completed,  as  also  had  the 
connection  of  existing  house  drainage  systems  to  the  new  sewer  in 
Godsey  Lane,  Market  Deeping*  In  addition,  the  connection  of 
house  drainage  systems  from  properties  to  the  new  sewers  in  Thurlby 
and  Northorpe  wa.s  well  under  way*  In  Morton,  Hanthorpe  and 
Hacconby,  the  laying  of  the  new  sewers  was  nearing  completion  by 
the  end  of  the  year,  and  1965  should  see  the  completion  of  the 
whole  Scheme,  including  the  completion  of  the  house  drainage  systems 
connections  to  the  new  sewers  in  all  the  villages  concerned* 

During  the  past  year,  surveys  and  investigations  were 
proceeding  by  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  (Messrs.  G.B, 
Kershaw  &  Kaufman  of  Westminster,  London)  in  connection  with  the 
implementation  of  Phase  2  of  the  Council’s  Post-War  Sewerage 
Scheme  Programime,  and  it  was  expected  that  the  drawings  and 
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proposals  for  the  villages  of  Folkingham,  Fointon,  Millthorpe, 
Stainfield,  Sway field,  Swinstead,  Castle  Bytham,  Little  Bytham, 
Uffington,  Rippingale,  Edenham  and  West  Deeping,  would  be  received 
at  intervals  during  1965  for  consideration  by  the  Council, 

Details  of  the  number  of  house  connections  made  to  the  new 
sewers  in  the  eight  villages  served  by  the  new  Sewerage  Schemes, 
together  with  the  percentage  of  the  approximate  number  of  houses 
which  are  capable  of  being  so  connected  are  as  follows 


Houses 

connected  to 

Approx,  tot al  N o . 

new  sewers 

of  houses  capable 

Village 

i 

of  be:  ng 

% 

Private 

Council 

Total 

connected 

Billingborough 

263 

74 

337 

433 

78% 

H orb ling 

89 

50 

139 

184 

76% 

Corby  Glen 

140 

48 

188 

188 

10($ 

Baston 

97 

60 

157 

181 

86% 

Langtof t 

104 

36 

140 

146 

W 

Market  Deeping 

260 

144 

404 

542 

75% 

Deeping  St.  James 

356 

179 

535 

695 

76% 

Thurlby 

48 

18 

66 

244 

27% 

TOTALS 

1357 

609 

1966 

2613 

76% 

In  addition  to  this  work,  4  new  water  closets  were  provided 
in  place  of  existing  pail  closets  or  privy  vaults,  with  the  aid 
of  50%  grants  towards  the  costs  incurred  by  the  owners  in  so 
doing  at  dwelling-houses  at  Market  Deeping  and  Deeping  St,  James. 
The  total  cash  value  of  such  grants  amounted  to  £160.  13s.  3d. 
as  compared  v/ith  £427.  14s.  6d.  for  the  previous  year. 
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6.  CLEANSING  SERVICES 


( a )  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  Council !s  present  system  of  Refuse  Collection  continues 
to  function  satisfactorily,  and  covers  a  fortnightly  collection 
of  refuse  from  the  rear  of  properties.  The  Council* s  decision 
to  arrange  collection  from  the  properties  themselves,  instead 
of  expecting  householders  to  place  their  bins  at  the  kerb-side 
for  collection,  has  been  very  much  appreciated,  particularly  by 
the  older  generation,  and  the  next  logical  step  is  for  the 
service  to  be  feirther  improved  by  giving  a  weekly  instead  of  a 
fortnightly  collection.  During  the  summer  months  particularly, 

I  feel  that  a  fortnight  is  too  long  a  period  in  which  to  keep 
putrescible  matter  in  a  .dustbin,  and,  on  hygiene  grounds,  a 
week  is  plenty  long  enough  for  this  purpose.  Unfortunately, 
the  refuse  collection  service  is  one  which  does  not  decrease 
or  even  remain  stationary,  but  inevitably  increases  as  more  and 
more  houses  are  built,  and  there  comes  the  time  when  additional 
vehicles  and  more  labour  are  required  in  order  to  cope  with  the 
work. 


The  refuse  collection  service  is  now  carried  out  by  two 
refuse  freighters  with  seven  workmen,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Surveyor  (Hr,  A.H*  Harvey),  and  it  is  estimated  that  approximately 
3,000  tons  of  refuse  are  collected  and  disposed  of  annually  at 
the  Council’s  refuse  tips  situated  at  Billingborough,  Castle 
Bytham,  Thurlby,  Swinstead  and  Deeping  St.  James.  The  dustman 
is  a  vital  cog  in  the  scheme  of  refuse  collection,  and  great 
credit  is  due  to  the  Council’s  employees  for  the  way  in  which  they 
carry  out  this  work  in  all  weathers* 

"Waste  not,  want  not"  was  at  one  time  a  popular  proverb,  and 
never  was  this  more  true  in  regard  to  refuse  collection  than 
during  the  war  years,  when  the  demand  for  waste  paper  for  re-use 
in  industry  could  not  be  fully  satisfied.  Nowadays,  no 
encouragement  is  given  to  local  authorities  to  salvage  waste 
paper,  and,  although  this  is  a  sign  of  the  times  in  an  affluent 
society,  it  is  a  gree.t  pity  that  much  of  it  finds  its  way  to  the 
refuse  tips,  particularly  as  such  tips  become  harder  to  find  as 
each  year  goes  by.  Good  "husbandry"  in  the  refuse  collection 
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service  should  mean  that  local  authorities  have  an  economic  and 
guaranteed  market  for  waste  paper  salvage,  and  thus  the  nlifen  of 
the  refuse  tips  would  be  prolonged  so  much  longer.  The  Surveyor 
continued  to  have  great  difficulty  in  selling  waste  paper,  and 
only  5  tons  2  cwts.  1  qr#  of  this  commodity  realising 
£17#  17s .  lid.  were  sold  during  the  past  year# 

(b)  Pail  and  Cesspool  Emptying  Service 

The  Council  continues  to  give  a.  free  weekly  emptying  of 
sanitary  pails  from  dwelling-houses  in  the  Rural  District,  and 
this  work  is  carried  out  by  two  800  gallons  capacity  Cesspool 
Emptying  vehicles,  provided  with  pail  hopper  attachments,  each 
vehicle  being  manned  by  a  team  of  three  men  comprising  a  Driver/ 
Loader  and  two  loaders.  Approximately  1,000  pails  are  emptied 
weekly  and  both  vehicles  are  engaged  practically  full  time  on 
this  work.  The  nightsoil  thus  collected  is  disposed  of  by 
composting  by  arrangement  with  certain  farmers  in  the  District, 
or  by  spreading  over  agricultural  land.  Complaints  from  house¬ 
holders  in  respect  of  this  work  are  surprisingly  few,  and  the 
Council’s  employees  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  way  they 
carry  out  what  is  obviously  an  objectionable  job  of  work. 

In  addition  to  the  weekly  pa.il  emptying  service,  privy 
vaults,  cesspools,  septic  tanks,  etc.  at  dwelling-houses  and 
other  premises  are  emptied  upon  request  in  a  much  more  satisfactory 
and  hygienic  manner  than  can  be  done  by  hand,  labour#  In  villages 
where  no  new  post-war  Sewerage  Scheme  is  in  operation,  one  free 
emptying  is  given  during  each  financial  year,  a  second  emptying 
being  charged  at  a  flat  rate  of  15s.  0d*  and  subsequent  emptyings 
during  that  year  being  charged  at  the  rate  of  £1#  Os.  0d.  per  hour. 
In  villages  where  new  post-war  Sewerage  Schemes  are  in  operation, 
a  charge  of  15s.  0d.  is  made  for  first  and  second  emptyings  of 
privy  vaults,  cesspools  and  septic  tanks,  and  subsequent  emptyings 
are  charged  at  the  rate  of  £1*  Os.  Od.  per  hour.  Deter  Is  of  such 
work  carried  out  during  the  year  are  as  follows 

Emptying  of  Vaults,  Cesspools,  Septic  Tanks,  etc. 


(a)  Septic  tanks  and  cesspools  emptied# •  »♦  ».  700 

(b)  Single  vaults  emptied  «•  ••  ••  . .  ..  ..  35 

(c)  Double  vaults  emptied  ••  ••  . •  ••  ..  ..  5 
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This  branch  of  the  work  resulted  in  an  income  of 
£131.  18s.  4d.  to  the  Council  during  the  year,  as  compared  with 
an  income  of  £112*  5s*  Od*  for  the  previous  year* 

With  more  and  more  villages  being  provided  with  new  Sewerage 
Schemes,  it  is  obviously  wrong  for  the  Council  to  continue  to 
provide  a  costly  pail  emptying  service  in  all  villages,  and  the 
time  is  fast  approaching  when  the  Council  must  decide  to 
discontinue  this  service  in  those  villages  which  are  now  covered 
by  Post-War  Sewerage  Schemes*  Nevertheless,  a  service  must  be 
maintained  for  those  villages  not  yet  so  covered,  and  the  time 
must  soon  come  when  it  may  be  necessary  only  to  have  one  vehicle 
operating  instead  of  two  to  cover  the  essential  service,  or,  if 
the  two  vehicles  are  kept  in  operation,  either  to  extend  the 
free  service  to  householders  for  the  periodical  emptying  of 
privy  vaults,  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  in  the  other  villages, 
or  to  carry  out  more  ^fee-producing*’  work  to  offset  the  cost  of 
the  service. 

It  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that,  with  the  coming  into 
operation  of  more  and  more  new  Sewerage  Schemes,  it  may  still  be 
necessary  to  retain  a  second  vehicle,  which,  in  addition  to 
helping  to  nearn  its  keep11  by  carrying  out  more  S5fee-producingu 
work,  will  also  be  used  for  flushing  all  the  new  sewers,  which 
work  should  be  done  a.s  a  regular  routine  job* 

7.  WATER  SUPPLIES 

There  are  three  main  supplies  of  water,  now  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  South  Lincolnshire  Water  Board,  to  the 
villages  in  the  Rural  District,  a.nd  these  are  as  follows:— 

(a)  The  villages  of  Baston,  Langtoft,  Market  Deeping, 
Wilsthorpe,  Braccborough,  Greatford,  Barholm, 

Tallington  and  'West  Deeping  are  supplied  by  the 
Peterborough  Corporation* 

(b)  The  villages  and  hamlets  of  Horbling,  Bridge  End, 
Billingborough,  Birthorpe,  Folkingliam,  Laughton, 
Aslackby,  Pointon,  Millthorpe,  Little  Dowsby, 

Graby,  Kirkby  Underwood  and  Stainfield  are  supplied 
from  the  bore  at  Billingborough* 
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(c)  The  villages  and  hamlets  of  Dowsbyf  Dunsby, 

Hacconby,  Morton,  Rippingale,  Thurlby ,  Toft, 

Lound,  Manthorpe,  Witham-on-the-Hill,  Carlby, 

Careby,  Holywell,  Little  Bytham,  Creeton, 

Counthorpe,  Castle  Bytham,  Swayfield,  Swi nstead, 

Irnham,  Ha.wthorpe,  Bulby,  Edenham  and  Corby  Glen 
are  supplied  from  the  bore  at  Bourne  through  the 
Lound  Pumping  Station* 

Uffington  is  supplied  from  Stamford  and  Deeping  St*  (Lames 
from  a  bore  in  that  village,  but,  ov/ing  to  the  considerable  fall 
in  water  levels  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  it  was  hinted  that 
the  Deeping  St*  James  bore  might  have  to  be  discontinued*  If 
this  should  happen,  then  the  supporters  of  water  supplies 
containing  fluoride  will  regret  it,  as,  for  many  years  now,  the 
Deeping  St*  James  supply  has  consistently  contained  approximately 
2  parts  per  million  of  fluoride,  and  this  has  been  reflected  in 
the  low  percentage  of  tooth  decay  in  the  local  inhabitants* 

Every  Parish  in  the  Rural  District  has  a  piped  supply  of 
mains  water  and,  apart  from  a  few  hamlets  and  small  groups  of 
houses  in  the  Fens,  it  is  now  possible  for  over  9k%  of  the 
houses  in  the  area  to  be  supplied  with  piped  water*  This  is  of 
particular  help  to  your  Public  Health  Officers,  when  samples  of 
water  taken  from  private  bores,  wells,  etc*  are  found  to  be 
polluted,  as  the  use  of  these  can  now  be  discontinued  and  the 
houses  in  question  provided  with  a  pure  and  sufficient  supply 
of  waiter  for  all  purposes  from  the  Water  Board1  s  mains* 

Fifteen  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  from 
private  bores,  wells,  etc*  Details  of  the  results  found  upon 
analysis  are  as  follows 


Water  Samples 

From  Private  Bores,  Wells,  etc*  M  , »  *.  *.  ..  15 

(i)  Number  found  to  be  satisfactory  *•  *•  «•  13 

(ii)  Number  found  to  be  polluted  ••  »*  «•  *«  2 


No  samples  were  taken  from  public  supplies  during  the  year, 
following  the  taking  over  of  these  supplies  by  the  South 
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Lincolnshire  Water  Board,  but  it  is  intended  to  resume  such 
sampling  during  the  current  year*  With  regard  to  the  two 
unsatisfactory  samples  taken  from  private  supplies,  the  occupiers 
of  the  houses  concerned  were  advised  to  boil  all  such  water 
used  for  drinking  purposes,  and  the  owners  were  given  advice 
with  a  view  to  an  improvement  being  effected  in  the  condition  of 
these  supplies# 

As  in  previous  years,  samples  were  taken  from  bores  at 
watercress  beds  in  the  district,  and  two  samples  of  bore  water 
were  both  found  to  be  satisfactory* 


Details  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  supplied  from  the 
public  water  mains  (a)  direct  to  houses  and  (b)  by  means  of 
standpipes,  are  as  follows:— 


Aslackby  and  Laughton  • #  • * 

Barholm  and  Stowe  •#  *  *  #* 

Baston  ..  ••  #.  »•  •»  ## 

Billingborough  «•  •  •  «*  «# 

Braceborough  and  V/ilsthorpe#  • 
Bytham,  Castle  #*  •#  • «  «* 

Bytham,  Little  ••  *  *  **  «• 

Careby,  Aunby  and  Holywell  •# 
Carlby  . .  « *  **  ••  • *  • ♦ 

Corby  Glen  ••  **  ##  ••  «• 

Counthorpe  • #  * •  « •  *  *  * • 

Deeping  St.  James  ••  ••  •* 

Deeping,  Market. •  *.  ♦.  #♦ 

Deeping,  West  •*  »•  «•  •« 

Dowsby  *.  ..  ..  . .  . .  • • 

Dunsby  * .  . .  * «  » *  .#  .* 

Edenham# .  #•  •«  »•  »•  •• 

Folkingham  ••  . .  «.  •«  *• 

Greatford  ..  •«  ..  ..  «• 

Hacconby  . .  . #  ..  ••  . • 

Horbling  «.  •*  •#  . «  . • 

Irnham  ••  . #  ••  ••  ••  •• 


Direct 


73 

38 

183 

365 

50 
160 

91 

47 

48 
228 

48 

714 

510 

80 

59 

44 

130 

159 

51 
88 

130 

35 


Stand 

Pipe 


2 

1 

8 

1 
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Kirkby  Underwood  * .  ♦  ♦  ,  *  .  .  , ,  ..  5 6 

Langtoft  ••  **  *.  •  •  « «  •  *  »«  »»  159 

Morton  *  •  •«  •  •  « ♦  • «  • .  ,  ♦  • «  • *  298 

Pointon  and  Sempringham* •  « •  ••  » •  •  •  131 

Rippingale  * .  • •  *  •  •  •  •  ♦  *  #  •«  * •  192 

Swayfield  , .  • «  ,  *  . .  •  •  « •  •»  ,  «  58 

Swinstead  * (  « »  «•  « «  •  *  *•  ..  « •  85 

Tallington  • «  • ,  *•  »•  « •  •«  ««  «•  85 

Thurlby*.  • «  , ,  ,  .  ,  *  *•  ««  *»  » «  240 

Toft,  Lound  and  Manthorpe  »•  •«  »•  «•  44 

Uffington  • •  ••  . .  • »  • *  • *  •  •  • •  111 

Witham-on-the-Hill  * ,  , ,  • •  ,#  * ♦  . *  63 


4,853  12 


8*  RODENT  CONTROL 

The  “Pied  Piper  of  South  Kestevenn  (Mr*  F,H*  Batchelor  - 
the  Council’s  Rodent  Operator)  continued  to  exercise  his  skill 
and  experience  in  the  relentless  war  against  rats  in  the  district 
during  the  past  year,  and  I  know  from  my  many  conversations  with 
farmers  and  householders  who  have  been  troubled  with  these 
rodents  that  he  has  dealt  expeditiously  and  efficiently  with  the 
many  problems  with  which  he  has  had  to  deal* 

The  signs  which  were  evident  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
and  forecast  in  last  year’s  Annual  Report,  that  1964  was  going 
to  be  another  npeakn  year  for  rats  and  mice,  did  in  fact 
materialise,  and  the  calls  on  Mr.  Batchelor1 s  services  were  so 
great  that  the  Council,  very  wisely,  decided  to  give  him  some 
additional  assistance  for  the  ’’busy11  season  for  rats  and  mice 
when  they  drift  in  from  the  land  to  buildings  for  shelter  during 
the  late  autumn  and  winter  months*  Accordingly,  Mr*  W,  Key  was 
appointed  as  his  assistant  for  four  winter  months,  and,  by  the 
end  of  January,  1965,  the  !lkilln  by  the  two  Rodent  Operators  had 
been  so  great  that  it  was  evident  that  the  rodent  population  had 
been  reduced  to  reasonable  proportions  once  again. 

Regular  surveying  of  lands  and  premises  was  carried  out  in 
order  to  ascertain  sources  of  infestations,  in  accordance  with 
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the  Council1 s  obligations  under  Section  2(a)  of  the  Prevention 
of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  19^-9*  In  addition  to  providing  a  free 
service  for  Rodent  Disinfestation  works  at  private  dwellinghouses 
in  the  District,  the  Rodent  Operators  carry  out  similar  work  at 
business  premises  and  farms,  at  a  standard  charge  of  10s*  0d* 
per  hour  with  10s*  Od.  minimum  charge,  which  sum  includes  their 
time,  materials  and  travelling  expenses* 

The  Rodent  Operators  exercised  strict  control  of  all  the 
Council* s  properties  during  the  year,  including  refuse  tips, 
which  have  been  treated  regularly  and  systematically,  and  of 
the  many  sewer  dykes  and  parish  watercourses.  In  addition 
2050  private  dwelling-houses  were  treated  as  also  were  95 
business  and  farm  premises*  In  consequence  of  all  these 
operations  2404  inspections  were  carried  out. 


9.  PETROLEUM  ACTS 


During  the  year,  155  visits  were  made  to  premises  where 
petroleum  spirit  is  stored,  and  108  licences  were  issued  by  the 
Department  after  storage  conditions  had  been  found  to  be 
satisfactory,  and  when  the  usual  safety  precautions  in  regard  to 
fire  had  been  complied  with,  by  the  provision  of  the  required 
number  of  fire  extinguishers  and  a  quantity  of  sand. 


10.  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

(a)  Discretionary  Grants 


(a)  Number  of  applications  received  during 

the  year 

( b )  N umb  e  r  appr ove  d 

(c)  Number  rejected 

(d)  Number  still  under  consideration  at  the 

end  of  the  year 

(e)  Number  of  applications  not  proceeded  with 

(f)  Total  Cash  value  of  Grants  approved  during 

the  year  -  £20,980*  8s.  6d. 


50 

49 

Nil 

1 

Nil 


25 


Standard  Grants 


(b) 


(a)  Number  of  applications  received  during 

the  year  -  29 

(b)  Number  approved  -  27 

(c)  Number  rejected  -  1 

(d)  Number  still  under  consideration  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ~  Nil 

(e)  Number  of  applications  not  proceeded  with  -  1 


(f)  Total  cash  value  of  Grants  approved  during 

the  year  -  £4,143*  6s#  6d# 

The  total  cash  value  of  Discretionary  Grants  approved  during 
the  year  of  £20,930#  8s#  6d#  in  respect  of  49  houses  showed  over 
100^  increase  over  the  previous  year1 s  figures  of  £9,604«0s#  Od# 
in  respect  of  24  houses,  and  must  be  considered  to  be  very 
satisfactory,  in  view  of  the  size  of  the  district  and  the 
considerable  number  of  Improvement  Grant  schemes  carried  out 
during  previous  years# 

Bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that  there  are  3j010  inhabited 
houses  in  the  district,  that  over  1,300  of  these  are  Council 
houses,  and  that,  of  the  remainder,  a  considerable  number  of 
private  houses  were  already  provided  with  bathroom,  water  closets,,, 
etc#  the  Council1 s  achievement  to  date  in  having  assisted  the 
owners  of  over  600  private  houses  to  improve  them  with  the  aid  of 
either  Discretionary  or  Standard  Improvement  Grants  undoubtedly 
shows  the  progressive  policy  of  the  Council  in  this  branch  of 
housing  work,  and  must  compare  most  favourably  with  any  other 
district  of  comparable  population# 

The  production  of  bare  statistics  cannot  in  any  way  reflect 
the  enormous  amount  of  time  spent  by  your  Public  Health  Officers 
on  Improvement  Grants  work,  which  involves  meetings  with  owners 
and  builders  in  order  to  discuss  proposals,  checking  builders* 
prices  and  specifications  against  schedules  of  work  previously 
prepared  by  your  Officers,  further  -visits  to  the  properties 
concerned  when  applications  have  been  received,  visits  whilst 
the  works  are  in  progress,  and  a  final  inspection  when  the  works 
have  been  completed  in  order  to  verify  that  all  the  works  involved 
have  been  satisfactorily  completed#  Nevertheless,  everyone 
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concerned  feels  a  sense  of  achievement,  not  only  from  the  fact 
that  the  life  of  many  of  the  older  type  of  houses  in  the  district 
has  been  usefully  extended,  but  also  from  the  fact  that  housing 
standards  are  continually  being  improved,  and  more  and  more  of  our 
ratepayers  are  now  able  to  enjoy  those  modern  amenities  which 
were  a  rarity  in  the  days  of  their  forebears* 

The  past  year  saw  the  introduction  by  H,M,  Government  of  a 
new  Housing  Act  which  empowered  local  authorities  to  approve 
applications  for  Standard  Grants  on  a  reduced  standard,  for  the 
provision  of  a  hot  and  cold  water  supply  at  a  sink,  a  water 
closet,  and  satisfactory  facilities  for  storing  food,  if  the 
local  authority  was  satisfied  that  it  was  not  practicable  at 
reasonable  expense  to  provide  a  dwelling  with  the  full  standard 
amenities*  Under  the  same  Act,  local  authorities  were  also 
empowered  to  give  grants  in  excess  of  the  previous  maximum  of 
£155*  Os*  Od,  for  the  full  Standard  Grant,  where  they  were 
satisfied  that  it  was  not  possible  to  provide  a  bathroom  other 
than  by  building  a  new  structure  on  to  the  dwelling,  and  for 
constructing  a  septic  tank  where  main  drainage  was  not  available. 
Many  Public  Health  Inspectors,  including  myself,  saw  this  new 
legislation  in  some  ways  as  a  retrograde  step,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  many  owners  would  now  be  n encouraged'*  to  carry  out  only 
?,half  a  jobn,  and  we  felt  that  our  chances  of  persuading  owners 
to  carry  out  a  first-class  job  on  their  properties  with  the  aid 
of  Discretionary  Improvement  Grants  would  be  greatly  retarded, 

I  myself  fear  that  many  "border-line"  houses,  on  the  fringe  of 
slum  clearance,  will  now  be  "partially  improved",  yet  will  still 
suffer  from  fundamental  defects  for  many  years  to  come,  I  also 
view  the  Government’s  policy  in  giving  local  authorities  partial 
compulsory  powers  with  regard  to  improvement  of  dwellings  with 
some  misgivings,  and  I  feel  that  it  would  have  been  better  to 
have  "gone  the  whole  hog"  (as  recommended  by  the  Association  of 
Public  Health  Inspectors)  but  with  certain  safeguards  in  genuine 
approved  cases,  or  not  at  all. 

In  my  Annual  Report  for  1963 5  I  drew  attention  to  the 
anomaly  which  exists  at  present  where,  in  the  case  of  a 
Discretionary  Grant,  if  a  solid  fuel  appliance  is  to  be  installed 
for  both  cooking,  and  heating  water,  the  cost  has  to  be  apportioned 
and  grant  calculated  by  reference  to  the  notional  cost  of 
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providing  a  hot  water  supply,  whereas,  in  the  case  of  a  Standard 
Grant,  if  such  an  appliance  is  installed,  the  cost  cannot  be 
admitted  for  grant#  Since  then,  this  matter  has  been  taken  up 
by  the  Rural  District  Councils 1  Association  with  the  Minister, 
but  the  latter  has  not  yet  taken  steps  to  end  this  anomaly,  but 
he  has  intimated  that  he  is  giving  it  his  consideration*  I  hope 
that  this  unsatisfactory  position  will  be  put  right  during  the 
current  year* 

1 1  *  BUILDING  INSPECTIONS 


The  average  number  of  plans  dealt  with  under  Building 
Bye-laws  by  the  Planning  Committee,  under  the  Chairmanship  of 
Councillor  G*G.  Crowson,  increased  again  during  the  past  year 
to  27  plans  per  month,  as  compared  with  24  plans  per  month 
during  1963?  and  with  the  proposals  now  non  the  stocks51  in  the 
Deepings  area,  it  is  obvious  that  this  figure  will  rise 
considerably  during  1965* 

The  fact  that  1,55C  inspections  of  building  works  in  progre: 
359  drain  tests,  and  762  visits  in  connection  with  Improvement 
Grants,  were  carried  out  during  the  year,  shows,  without  any 
shadow  of  doubt,  that  the  administration  of  the  Council1 s 
Building  Byelaws  is  a  map  or  function  of  the  work  of  the 
Department,  and  these  figures  do  not  portray  the  considerable 
amount  of  time  spent  in  discussion  between  your  Officers  and 
developers,  before  their  proposals  are  approved* 

In  my  Annual  Report  for  last  year,  I  drew  attention,  in 
view  of  the  considerable  development  which  is  now  talcing  place 
in  the  Deepings  area,  to  the  urgent  need  for  the  appointment  of 
a  Building  Inspector,  and  I  am  grateful  to  the  Planning  Commit te: 
and  in  particular  to  the  Chairman  (Councillor  G*G,  Crowson)  for 
the  appreciation  of  this  fact,  end  to  the  decision  to  appoint  a 
Building  Inspector  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year*  This 
wise  move  will  now  allow  your  Public  Health  Officers  to  conccntr 
on  the  many  duties  connected  with  Public  Health  for  which  they 
are  specially  tradned,  many  of  which  were  beginning  to  suffer  or 
account  oi  the  time  which  had  to  be  spent,  by  necessity,  on 
Building  Inspection  work,  and  we  shall  now  be  able  to  tackle  the 
additional  statutory  duties  imposed  on  us  by  the  Offices, 

Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963?  which  duties  I  was  afraid 
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would  have  to  be  neglected  if  a  Building  Inspector  had  not  been 
appointed.  Public  Health  work,  Housing  Inspections,  Improvement 
Grant  duties,  and  Building  Byelaws  administration  are  so  closely 
inter-related  that  the  "marrying"  of  these  in  the  Public  Health 
Department,  like  a  jigsaw  puzzle,  enables  the  broader  picture  to 
be  seen  in  relation  to  each  service,  and  is  all  to  the  common 
good, 

12,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


It  was  only  necessary  for  your  Officers  to  make  53  visits 
in  connection  with  Infectious  Disease  during  the  past  year  as 
compared  with  588  visits  during  1963  when  we  experienced 
several  minor  outbreaks  of  Sonne  Dysentery#  The  comparitively 
few  visits  made  were  generally  of  a.  routine  nature,  but  included 
the  checking  of  contacts  living  in  this  district  whose  place  of 
employment  was  In  a  nearby  town,  where  food  poisoning  had  occurred 
in  a  factory  canteen*  Swabs  were  taken  from  the  personnel 

living  in  this  area  but,  fortunately,  no  fresh  cases  were  found. 

✓ 

I  would  emphasise  once  again  the  need  for  the  highest 
standards  of  per ©aftoX  hygiene,  both  in  the  home  and  in  the 
handling  of  food  generally  in  the  food  industry,  and  the  paramount 
need  for  the  washing  of  hands  after  using  a  sanitary  convenience 
and  before  handling  food*  A  little  time  spent  in  this  respect 
can  save  a  lot  of  illness,  worry  and  anxiety  later* 

13.  CARAVANS 


The  two  caravan  sites  at  Market  Deeping  continued  to  be  well 
maintained  during  the  past  year  and  obviously  fulfilled  a  need 
for  those  who,  by  necessity  or  choice,  thought  fit  to  live  in 
caravans  either  as  temporary  or  permanent  homes.  From  the  "newly¬ 
weds"  point  of  view,  no  doubt  it  is  better  to  enjoy  the  privacy 
of  a  caravan  than  to  hare  to  live  in  rooms  or  at  home  with  mother 
and  father,  where,  inevitably,  in  many  cases,  friction  occurs 
"over  the  kitchen  sink",  but  when  children  come  along,  the 
limited  space  in  a  caravan  combined  with  the  lack  of  space  for 
drying  baby!s  washing,  particularly  during  the  winter  months, 
must  have  a  detrimental  effect  on  the  harmony  of  the  home,  I 
still  feel  that,  whilst  caravans  provide  much  pleasure  for 
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recreational  and  relaxation  purposes  during  the  summer  months ,  ano 
that  possibly  they  serve  a  useful  need  as  homes  in  a  few  cases, 
they  are  not  suitable  for  bringing  up  a  young  family,  neither 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  children  nor  the  parents* 

Following  the  representations  made  by  the  Council  to  the 
farmer  who  organises  a  fruit  pickers1  camp  at  Rippingale  each 
year,  I  ajn  grateful  to  the  Council  for  the  support  given  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  myself  in  our  endeavours  to  get 
conditions  improved  at  this  site*  I  stated,  last  year,  that  in 
my  opinion,  the  first  priority  at  this  site  was  the  appointment 
of  a  Camp  Warden,  resident  at  the  site,  to  control  the  habits 
of  the  poorer  types  of  caravan  dwellers*  I  am  very  pleased  to 
report  that  the  farmer  concerned  did  in  fact  have  a  resident 
Warden  on  the  site  for  the  five  or  six  weeks  of  the  fruit  picking 
season  and  that,  in  consequence,  conditions  were  much  improved, 
and  we  received  no  complaints  from  adjoining  farmers  of  the 
fouling  of  hedge -rows  and  dykes  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
site*  Whilst  the  site  is  used  only  for  a  short  period  each  year, 
if  it  is  intend.ed  to  so  use  it  for  many  years  to  come,  I  look 
forward  to  the  time  when  the  type  of  temporary  labour  recruited 
is  such  that  it  will  be  possible  to  replace  the  existing  field 
sanitation  with  water  closets,  unless  improvements  in  mechanical 
aids  to  fruit  pi elding  male  it  possible  for  only  local  labour  to 
be  used,  so  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  temporary  fruit 
pickers  to  come  in  their  caravans  from  near  and  far  for  the  fruit: 
picking  seen  on* 

14*  STAFF 

I  cannot  conclude  this  Report,  in  view  of  the  vast  amount  of 
work  carried  out  in  the  Department,  without  recording  my 
appreciation  of  my  staff,  and,  I  would  express  my  sincere  thanks 
to  Mr.  W.J.  Watson  for  so  efficiently  looking  after  the  ‘’busier" 
southern  end  of  the  district*  Mr*  B*W*  Hyde  has  carried  out  his 
duties  in  the  north  and  west  enthusiastically  and.  keenly,  Miss 
S.M.  Curtis  has  more  than  fulfilled  the  faith  I  had  in  her  when 
she  was  promoted  to  be  in  charge  of  the  clerical  side  of  the 
Department  just  over  twelve  months  ago,  and  Miss  J#  Rawlinson  has 
fully  justified  her  selection  as  Junior  Clerk,  particularly  with 
the  way  in  which  she  handles  the  clerical  side  of  Building 
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Byelaws  administration#  Mr#  C*H#  Busby  came  to  us  as  Building 
Inspector  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  quickly  showed  by  his 
practical  ability  that  this  job  is  in  very  capable  hands* 


It  is  always  sad  when  an  association  of  some  years  standing 
comes  to  an  end,  on d  I  would  like  to  record  my  appreciation  and 
sincere  thanks  to  the  late  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
(Councillor  G.H.  Taylor)  who  found  it  necessary,  on  health  grounds, 
to  relinquish  this  position*  I  sho.ll  always  remember  the  good 
counsel,  understanding  and  appreciation  of  our  work,  which 
Councillor  Taylor  gave  to  me  personally  during  the  many  years  that 


he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Public  Health  team#  Nevertheless, 
Councillor  Dr.  J*A#  Galletly  brought  professional  experience, 
as  a  former  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  this  Authority,  to  the 
Chairmanship  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  and.  I  would  express 
my  sincere  appreciation  end  thanks  to  him  for  his  advice  and 
support  during  the  past  year  in  the  many  problems  associated 


with  environmental  Public  Health  work*  I  cannot  express  too 
highly  my  sincere  gratitude  to  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(Dr#  H.  Ellis  Smith)  for  the  many  acts  of  kindness  so  willingly 
extended  to  me  over  the  past  ten  years,  and  for  his  sound  advice 
and  understanding  in  the  many  problems  in  which  we  have  been 
associated  together#  Finally,  I  would  express  my  appreciation  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  Council  (Mr#  J.J.C*  Goulder)  for  his  sound 
counsel  on  many  occasions,  end.  to  my  other  colleagues  on  the 
Council* s  staff  for  their  courtesy  and  co-operation,  so  willingly 
given,  during  another  busy  year  of  expension  in  Public  Health 


work# 


I  am, 

Mr*  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

WALTER  A#  CHIVIES  * 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector# 
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